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Qostantiniah, of the race of priests, a Christian, had taken
possession of the city and of the surrounding country, so
that even Shapur became apprehensive of him, knowing
that he had a large army of brave soldiers, and that an
encounter with him might entail his own defeat. He
therefore found it convenient to retreat into one of the
provinces of that kingdom, and to wait for some time,
hoping to collect an array. He despatched letters to the
adjacent kings,, asking reinforcements, which, when they
arrived, swelled his troops from hundreds to thousands.
Then he attacked the enemy one line morning, and fought
a battle, which will be remembered till the day of the
resurrection. Fortune, however, not having been pro-
pitious to him, he was put to flight, and wandered about
for some time in the desert with a considerable number of
his adherents, until destiny again favoured him, and forces
gathered around him from all Hides, all of which were
accommodated under the shadow of the royal standard.
Then Shapfir began to inarch with all speed into Rum, and
sent a courier with the following message to the Qaisar: * I
have again organised an army, have recited the praise,
" Return is more praiseworthy," and have tucked up my
sleeves to avenge all the poople of my country whom you
have slain, imprisoned or robbed. I am ready to fight, but
if you agree to pay blood-ransom for the killed, and restore
the value of all the booty you have taken, making reim-
bursement from your treasury, and if you surrender the
district of Nassiboen, which was in former times a portion
of E'raq, but is now in your possession, I shall again sheath
my scimitar and retrace my steps ; but if you refuse to com-
ply, the steel-hoofs of my cavalry will stamp out the name
of Riirn from the list of kingdoms/

After perusing this missive, the Governor of Rfim became
so intimidated that he drew tip a treaty of peace without
any mental reservation, and surrendered the district of
Nassiboen to the lieutenant of Shftpftr, who selected twelve
thousand persons from Persia, from Espahan, and all the
.region of E'raq, and they departed with their families and